
 

  
DIARY DATES 

Friday 8 July 

Term 2 Concludes  

Early Dismissal at 2:30pm 

 

Monday 25 July 

Term 3 Commences 

 

Monday 25 —Friday 29 July 

Dental Visits  

 

Tuesday 26 July 

Year 12 Research Project results 

online 

 

Monday 1 August — Friday 8 

September 

PISA Testing  

 

Monday 1 August 

Concert Band Rehearsal  

 

Friday 5 August  

Australian Maths Competition  

 

Monday 8 August  

Course Selection Preparation 

Concert Band Rehearsal  

 

Tuesday 9 August  

Yr9 & Yr10 SACE Info night  

6:30—7:15 

Yr 11 SACE info night 7:30– 8:15 

VISTA Sport—Every Tuesday  
 
 

Visit our website for a complete 

calendar 

 

Dear Parent / Caregivers 

The end of term 2 is here and what a busy 
term it has been. Reflecting back, I am very 
proud of what our students and teachers 
have achieved despite the challenges faced 
by Covid- 19 and the difficulties associated 
with being absent from school. This 
however has not stopped the majority of 
our students who have continued to work 
hard to achieve good results. Similarly our 
teachers have worked very hard to support 
all students and to ensure that those 
absent from school have continued to learn 
and upon their return receive the support 
they need to complete any work missed. 

NAIDOC Week 

On Monday 4 July we celebrated the start 
of NAIDOC Week with a whole school 
assembly. Ms Joanne Hartstone welcomed 
the special guests, staff and students and 
gave a brief historical account of the 
creation of NAIDOC week. Dancing group 
Kuma Kaaru treated us to the Smoking 
Ceremony and a fantastic performance of 
traditional Aboriginal dances. The 
performers gave a brief historical 
explanation of what each dance 
represented, which was a great way for our 
students to learn more about Aboriginal 
culture  

Congratulations to Ms Joanne Hartstone, 
Ms Marisa Hammer and Mr Jovan 
Vujinovic for planning such a wonderful 
assembly. 

Year 12 Exams 

Year 12 exams were held in week 10 and 
results will be published via Daymap. 
Although the exam results are not part of 
the students’ formal assessment, they will 
provide them with an indication of areas of 
improvement, allowing students to be 
better prepared for their end of year exams. 
I encourage all parents to have a look at the 
results and support their students to reflect 
on their achievements so far as well as look 
at ways to improve their final results. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent teacher interviews will be held on 
Wednesday 18 August from 12pm to 8pm. 
Provided Covid restrictions remain as they 
are, we will hold the interviews face to face. 
If your student has achieved any grades 
below a C it is extremely  important that 
you book an interview with their teachers to 
discuss strategies to support them to 
improve their learning and hence their 
grades. 

Further details regarding the interviews and 
how to make bookings will be send home 
via email early in term 3. 

 

 

Course Counselling 

Course Counselling will start early in Term 
3. Starting in week 3 during Home Group 
students will work with their teachers to 
start looking at their subject selection for 
next year. As part of this process students 
will spend time looking at different careers 
and subjects that may be relevant to the 
career they maybe considering. Parent 
information webinars for students in year 9, 
10 and 11, will be held on Tuesday 9 
August. Parents are welcomed to attend a 
subject selection interview with either the 
Home Group Teacher or Year Level Leader 
to discuss chosen subjects.  

All Year 10 and 11 students are required to 
have a subject selection interview with their 
parents and Home Group Teacher or Year 
Level Leader.  

Course counselling dates are as follow: 

Year 11 to 12 : Tuesday 23 August, from 
1:30 to 8:00 pm 

Year 10 to 12 Wednesday 31 August from 
1:30pm to 8:00pm 

More detail information regarding subject 
selection and how to book an interview will 
be send home early in Term 3. 

External doors to the Toilet update 

As you may have been aware, this term the 
Media reported that we had removed the 
toilets’ external entrance doors and that it 
impacted on our students’ privacy. We have 
since reinstated the doors. However, 
following the allegations being raised by the 
media we wanted to ensure that our toilet 
facilities were adhering to the departments’ 
standards. I invited Terry Fantis, Assistant 
Director Assets Management and Angela 
Reid, Manager, Asset and Facility Services 
to visit the school and inspect our toilet 
facilities. It was important to ensure that we 
had not violated our students’ privacy when 
the external doors were removed. 

Both Mr Fantis and Ms Reid confirmed 
during their visit and subsequently via email 
on the 26th of May, 2022 that removal of 
the external doors had in no way violated 
our students’ privacy. In his email, Mr Fantis 
stated: ‘I am able to confirm that upon the 
inspection of these toilets, there is no 
privacy issues at all in play should the 
external entrance doors to the students’ 
toilets in Building 1A were removed’. 

Please note we currently have no plans to  
remove the toilets’ external entrance doors 
again, however we are continuing 
discussions with students relating to this 
matter and a decision will be made once 
thorough consultation has been 
completed. 

2022 TERM DATES 

Term 3 
Monday 25 July to  

Friday 30 September 

 
Term 4 

Monday 17 October to  

Friday 16 December 
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Joanne Costa, 

Principal 

“A culture of achievement in a respectful 
and rigorous learning environment” 
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SHAKESPEARE’S ROMEO AND JULIET DRAMATIC TRAGEDY   
This term, our year 9 class has been studying Romeo 
and Juliet, a well-known play written by renowned 
literary writer William Shakespeare. Our teacher Ms 
Kristina Palmer has assembled a curriculum that is fun 
and interactive for all students. Activities that allow 
students to practice their reading skills and public 
speaking were introduced. Students would be asked to 
walk up to the front of the class, if comfortable, and 
read out passages from their assigned character; this 
helped them to get out of their comfort zone and have 
new experiences.  

Ms Palmer ensured that the class had access to the 
graphic novel version if they were unable to read or felt 
uncomfortable with the novel layout. We were also 
assigned side activities so that we could understand 
the literature. Ms Palmer assigned us annotating tasks 
that would benefit us in the future, when and if we 
would be studying for exams in year 12. We learnt 
about annotating skills and how to infer what is meant 
in the dialogue between characters. This is a skill that 
we now realise will be useful in university and other 
study-related tasks.   

These annotating tasks were for “the prologue” and the 
“prince's speech.” Students had to annotate the when, 
where, who, why, and how on “the prologue” task. 
However, when students were given the “princes 
speech” task, they were asked to annotate the 
meanings behind what the characters were saying. This 
activity made us really think about what the characters 
were trying to imply and contextualise it.   

Another recent task we were given, was to draw 
pictures that depict or symbolise the different lines 
from the prologue, students drew things like family 
crests for the Montagues and Capulets, poison, and a 
dagger to symbolise the death of Romeo and Juliet, a 
graveyard to “bury the grudge” between the two houses, 
and swords for the many fights that occurred 
throughout the book.   

Whilst re-enacting scenes, Ms Palmer would get us to 
‘frock up’ and wear accessories so that we could get 
into character and have the full experience. Ms Palmer 
would also assign questions for the students to answer 
individually and in groups; this helped us gain a different 
point of view from other students and understand the 
meaning behind the text better.   

Other tasks like analysing were also set, and Ms Palmer 
would have us analyse a scene and answer a few 
questions about the text which would require us to infer 
the answer. For the students who had finished all these 
tasks and the books as well, she would set extension 
work, so that they could keep their working rhythm and 
stay on track. This extension work was a great 
opportunity to expand on the novel and its meanings. 
Even after these students had finished everything, she 
still wanted them to be involved, so she would ask these 

students to still participate in the class readings, giving 
them smaller roles if they weren’t entirely sure about 
their reading skills, and larger roles if they are a 
confident speaker and reader.  

One of the highlights of reading Romeo and Juliet was 
the balcony scene, where Ms Palmer got Romeo and 
Juliet to read the scene from the balcony at the top of 
the STEM building. This was so funny, and everyone 
really loved getting into character.   

Written by Imogen McNamara Year 9 
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Congratulations to the Modbury High School Stage Band who received fourth place in the National 

Generations in Jazz Competition earlier this term for Division 4+. This is the school ’s best result for many 
years, and it was also great to incorporate some extra instruments such as the Flutes and Clarinets as part of 
this division. We look forward to many more opportunities for our Stage Band to perform throughout the 
remainder of the year.   

GENERATIONS IN JAZZ SUCCESS  
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On Thursday evening the 16th of June our Music Department held their Semester 1 Music Concert. The evening 

featured a variety of performances from students involved in classroom and extra-curricular ensembles. These 
included our Year 8 Band, Year 9 Band, Year 10-11 Band, a Year 11 Rock/Pop Duet, Guitar Ensemble, Strings 
Ensemble, Year 7 Percussion Trio, School Choir, Stage Band and Concert Band.  

Thanks you to Ms. Geszner, Mr. Nanou, Mr. Seabourn and Mr. Doley for supporting the evening and helping to 
organise and conduct the range of ensembles that performed. Thank you also to Mr. Budd for attending the 
evening who has also just joined our Music team here at Modbury High for Semester 2.  

END OF SEMESTER 1 MUSIC CONCERT   



 
A culture of achievement in a respectful and rigorous learning environment Page 4 of 14 

Ben Fuller 

Art Coordinator 
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On Saturday evening the 6th of August our 
school Concert Band will be performing with 
the Tea Tree Gully Redbacks. It will be a great 
evening of Music that is being held at the 
Golden Grove Arts Centre with doors opening 

at 6:30pm and the concert starting at 
7:00pm. See the flyer below for more details 
on how to book your tickets and we will see 
you there! 

Concert Band Concert with the Tea 
Tree Gully Redbacks   

ABODA BAND FESTIVAL 

On Thursday in week 4 next term (18th of August) 
our school Concert Band will be travelling to 
Westminster School to compete in the ABODA 
Band Festival. Students involved in this event 
should have received a letter regarding the 

upcoming holiday and term 3 rehearsal times 
leading up to the event. Details of our performance 
time are currently being finalised and will be sent 
out later this week or during the holidays.      

Many more events to come throughout the year so 
keep an eye on our Facebook Page and 
Newsletter.  



 

YEAR 11 END OF SEMESTER AND EXAMS  

Week 8 this term saw the Year 11 students 
complete their semester 1 subjects. This semester 
has seen students undertake three to four main 
tasks to be assessed against the subject 
performance standards. 

For many, this semester has also culminated with 
an exam in Week 8, conducted under strict 
conditions (as what would be expected at Year 12). 

This exam week was critical in providing students 
an opportunity to undertake a preparation and 
revision process, then test their skills and knowledge 
in their subjects. For these subjects, the exams are 
used for students in meeting pre-requisite 
requirements for subject selection moving into 
Stage 2 (Year 12) next year. 

Term 3 will be busy and an important time for the 
Year 11s to not only settle into the new semester 
but undertake preparation and subject counselling 
processes. It will be critical for the Year 11s to 
reflect on their current report grades and what 
impact these will have on availability of subjects for 
2023, and for their pathways beyond school. 
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The end of Term 2 for most Year 12 students has 
seen the completion of their Research Project – one 
of the compulsory subjects required for students to 
pass to achieve their SACE. Teachers have been 
busy finalising their marking and assessing of their 
work, preparing it to be submitted to the SACE 
Board for marking and moderating. End of Term 2 
also sees many subjects now moving into the “last 
stretch” of their courses, where students will be 
undertaking their final assessment tasks in 
readiness for the end of year processes. 

Research Project results will be released on Tuesday 
26th July, 8:30am, and available for students to 
access via Student’s Online (SACE website). 

Week 10 is the week that Year 12s have undertaken a 
mid-year exam (for those subjects with exams at 
the end of the year) and had a double lesson for the 
non-exam subjects. This mid-year exam provides an 
opportunity for students to practise their skills in 
preparing for their exams and testing their abilities 
to respond within the given time frame. 

Term 3 will see the year 12s undertaking 
opportunities to hear about the tertiary application 
process (for University and TAFE options) from 
SATAC. They will also potentially be attending 
University Open Days in August, whereby they get to 
see what University life could be like for those 
looking at this pathway in the future. 

YEAR 12 END OF TERM 

Madelin O’Brien-Dent 

Year 11/12 Leader  

Photo of Year 12s in exams 
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The upcoming term will provide parents / 
caregivers with the opportunity to meet with 
teachers regarding their student’s learning and be 
part of process regarding subject counselling. 

 

 

SACE and Course Counselling Information Evenings       
Tuesday 9th August (Week 3)  

 For parents / caregivers and students to find 
out about SACE, and processes that will be 
used for course counselling 

 These will be conducted online for parents / 
caregivers and students in Year 9, 10 and 11 
currently 

 Times for year levels and details will be 
provided at the beginning of Term 3 

 

 

 

Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews  

Wednesday 17th August (Week 4) 12:00pm – 
8:00pm  

 We highly encourage parents / caregivers to 
make an appointment to discuss the learning 
that is occurring in the classroom with the 
teachers 

 Information will be provided regarding 
bookings early Term 3  

Year 11 Course Counselling (for Year 12 2023) 
 Tuesday 23rd August (Week 5)  

1:30pm – 8:00pm 

 Information will be provided for bookings early 
Term 3 

Year 10 Course Counselling (for Year 11 2023) 
 Wednesday 31st August (Week 6)  

1:30pm – 8:00pm 

 Information will be provided for bookings 
around Week 3 Term 3 

We would like to highly encourage families to make 
the time to meet with our staff to discuss with 
student’s learning and journey. 

 

 

TERM 3 KEY DATES TO REMEMBER 

STUDENT ABSENCES VIA SMS  

Dear Parents/Caregivers  

We are aware that there has been confusion 
around the new SMS system. Please note that 
if your child is mark as Unexplained during 
Home Group, it automatically triggers a SMS to 
be sent to the Parent to advise of this. Even if 
your child is then marked as present during 
lesson 1 onwards, this will not deactivate the 
Unexplained text message that is scheduled to 
be sent out between 10:30 and 11:00am each 
day. 

 

 ICT Team  
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MODBURY HIGH SCHOOL IS  

LAUNCHING ICAS ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year Modbury High School is offering 
students the opportunity to take part in ICAS 
Assessments. Every year, swathes of students 
around the world choose to participate in 
academic competitions such as spelling bees, 
Maths Olympiads and writing competitions.  

ICAS Assessments has over forty years of 
experience developing assessments for schools. 
Their assessments have engaging content with a 
commitment to high standards and rigorous 
processes. These tests provide teachers and 
parents with powerful insights into improving 
learning and reward academic success.  

The top 10 benefits of academic competitions for 
students are as follows: 

1. Competitions naturally build your soft skills. 

2. Competitions help students build in-demand 
STEM skills. 

3. Your participation (or award!) in a 
competition looks fantastic on your CV or 
job applications. 

4. Competitions boost your selective school 
and scholarship applications. 

5. Competitions help you feel more 
comfortable within an assessment or exam 
setting. 

6. Competitions give you an appetite for 
improvement and success. 

7. Competitions help you find out what your 
strengths are. 

 

8. By going beyond the curriculum, 
competitions encourage a lifelong love of 
learning. 

9. Competitions are a chance for academic 
prowess to get the spotlight. 

10. Competitions are fun! 

If you are interested in your child sitting the test, 
please log in to the parental portal and make 
payment for the tests that your child will be 
sitting.  https://unsw-global.myshopify.com/
pages/pps The following code is needed to 
access Modbury High School’s ICAS account: 
BKZ114 

The cost of the tests is $19.25 each and the ICAS 
Writing Assessment costs $23.65. The tests will 
be held at Modbury High School and administered 
by Kristina Palmer.  

The following tests are available for students to 
sit: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information about the ICAS tests 
please contact Kristina Palmer at 
kristina.palmer612@schools.sa.edu.au  

Digital Technologies 8 Aug – 12 Aug  

Writing 8 Aug – 12 Aug  

English 15 Aug – 19 Aug  

Science 22 Aug – 26 Aug  

Spelling Bee 22 Aug – 26 Aug  

Mathematics 29 Aug – 2 Sept  
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On July 3rd, Modbury High School hosted an 
Aboriginal Smoking Ceremony and a Welcome to 
Kaurna Country presented by Kuma Kaaru 
(Kaurna for “One Blood”) in celebration of NAIDOC 
Week. Our student cohort was set out in a 
‘yarning circle’ or ‘in the round’ format in the gym - 
surrounding a central performance platform from 
all sides. This in itself was a change from the 
usual assembly layout in the gym, something that 
hasn’t happened at Modbury for over three 
decades. Additionally, it was also the first time our 
school has been able to gather together this year, 
which made the morning event all the more 
special. We invited our broader First Nations 
community, as well as Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander students from Modbury South 
Primary School and Principals from our 
surrounding Primary schools.   

Robert, Trevor and Jack from Kuma Kaaru 
presented to our school community traditional 
cultural rituals, dances, music and language. They 
sang, played ‘Wirri’ (Clapsticks) and 
‘Yiḏaki’ (Didgeridoo), and burnt native leaves to 
create a smouldering smoke that gently wafted 
around the gym. The smoke is meant to equalise 
us all, to cleanse us of our past and free us from 
any clinging spirits. As Robert explained, we all 
have a smell, and by the end of the ceremony, we 
all smelled of the same smoke, symbolically 
bringing us together as one community. Many 
cultures around the world use smoke in ritual and 
ceremony, and we were so fortunate to be able to 
safely include this aspect in our ceremony. 
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NAIDOC Week is a time to reflect and celebrate the history, 
culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples, recognising them as the ongoing 
Custodians of the land. NAIDOC Week has its origins in 
Aboriginal protest and activism when Aboriginal 
communities boycotted Australia Day which led to the Day 
of Mourning in 1938. In 1972, the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs was formed, as a major outcome of the 1967 
referendum. In 1974, the NADOC committee was 
composed entirely of Aboriginal members for the first time. 
The following year, it was decided that the event should 
cover a week, from the first to second Sunday in July. The 
committee then became known as the National Aborigines 
and Islanders Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC). This 
new name has become the title for the whole week, not 
just the day.  

Each year, a theme is chosen to reflect the important 
issues and events for NAIDOC Week. This year, the theme 
was ‘Get Up! Stand Up! Show up!’ And this was the reason 
we gathered in the morning as a school - to do something 
special to reflect on the ancient culture that is the 
backbone of our history: to learn, to experience, to 
participate and to acknowledge.  

We were very fortunate to receive a grant from the Federal 
Government to assist us in bringing Kuma Kaaru to 
Modbury High School. Thank you to many 
members of Modbury staff who made this 
wonderful event unique and memorable, Tim 
Hankins, Michelle Stasiak, Terriann Dearden, Rob 
Greenhalgh, Ron Gibbons, our IT Department and 
PE Department, Modbury’s Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP) committee and especially the Aboriginal 
Education Team. It was a pleasure to make this 
event happen alongside ASETO Marisa Hammer 
and Student Councillor Jovan Vujinovic .  
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Joanne Hartstone  

Aboriginal Education Teacher 
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Two year 10 students visited the '100' exhibition at 
the Torrens Parade Ground Drill Hall during their 
lunch break whilst on work experience in the city in 
week 8. Ms Lewis also attended with them to see 
the work of year 10 student Olivia May. Olivia 
participated in The Centenarian Portrait Project by 
Teenagers, presented by Embraced, a socially 
driven Arts projects company. Her pastel work of 
senior citizen Luigi was just one of the many 
portraits viewed by the public during the week of 
the exhibition. Teenagers from around the state 
who registered interest were assigned a 
centenarian to meet, photograph and sketch 

before completing a work of the person in their 
choice of media for this exhibition. This project 
has been successful in several states and is a 
great interactive opportunity for generations with 

many positive outcomes. Congratulations on 
creating such an accomplished work Olivia. 

VISUAL ARTS 
As Semester 1 drew to a close, the year 9 Chef’s 
Basics classes demonstrated their capable 
baking skills & knowledge by completing their 
sponge cake practical. The students worked in 
pairs, to create a layered sponge cake that they 
were then able to decorate based off current 
cake trends.  

The students let their imagination run wild and 
produced excellent quality cakes with creative 
designs. The kitchen was abuzz as each student 
worked tirelessly to complete their final design 
and to present it for assessment.  

HOME EC TERM 2 

Aimie Strawbridge  

Home Economics & English Teacher  Jess Moeller 

Art Teacher  

Pictured : Jack and Hana admiring 

Olivia's portrait of Luigi. 
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At Kip McGrath Valley View the qualified team of 
teachers develop individual tutoring programmes us-
ing proven Kip McGrath methods. We offer face-to-
face tutoring to primary and secondary school stu-
dents. Our proven methods are suitable for all stu-

dents - from those who may be experiencing difficul-
ties in their day-to-day schoolwork, right through to 

students who would like to extend their learning. Our 
sessions run for 60 minutes with a qualified tutor in a 
small group setting. We use a combination of written 
and computer-based activities, and provide one-on-
one learning time with the tutor. By using our proven 
methods and techniques, we can help your child to 

improve their results and boost their confidence. Book 
a FREE assessment with Kim today and find out how 

we can help your child build a brighter future!  
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We still have spots left in this year’s program that 
introduces young people to motorsport. 

 Very similar to the highly successful 2021 4-day 
program: 

 3 training days 

 3 hours 20 minutes of on track training 

 4 hours of classroom and workshop activi-

ties including special presentations from 

subject matter experts 

 Compete in a real motorsport event on day 4 

Motorsport Australia Speed Licence 

Club membership 

Access to the JDP training cars to compete in 
speed events 

 2022 Dates:  

Day 1: 7th August  - Adelaide International Race-
way 

Day 2: 4th September - Adelaide International 
Raceway                                                          

Day 3: 2nd October  - Adelaide International Race-
way                                                            

Day 4: 19th November  - The Bend Motorsport 
Park (TBC) 

Information pack and application can be found on 
the club website 

www.tarmacjdpasa.org.au  

http://www.tarmacjdpasa.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2022/06/2022-JDP-information-pack-
and-application-form.pdf  
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Get your entries in for Future You 

Gallery 1855’s local schools and youth exhibi-

tion for 2022  

Contribute an artwork that explores the future  

Local schools (students in years 7–12) and local youth 

(15–25 years) are invited to contribute artwork that 

shows us something about the future.  

Artwork can represent how you see yourself in years 

to come, your family’s future or our city’s or planet’s 

future – something that tells us about things to come. 

Artwork can be photography, drawing, painting, 

sculpture, print-making, collage and more.  
 

Expressions of interest from schools close Monday 6 
June.  

Youth applications close Monday 18 July.  

Online applications – cttg.sa.gov.au/gallery1855  

Exhibition opening Thursday 29 September.  

Exhibition runs 5 October– 5 November  
 

Gallery 1855  

2 Haines Road, Tea Tree Gully  

Open Wednesday – Saturday, noon–5pm  

Closed public holidays and during exhibition changeo-

ver  

COMMUNITY GARDEN WORKING BEE 

Get involved in our school community garden 
and enjoy harvesting fresh produce, building rela-
tionships and gain new skills.       
 

 2nd July  Saturday 9 – 11am 

5th August  Friday 3:30 – 5:30pm   

2nd September  Saturday 9 – 11am 

23rd September Friday 3:30 – 5:30pm 

15th October Saturday 9 – 11am 

4th November Friday 3:30 – 5:30pm 

3rd December Saturday 9 – 11am 
 

For more information contact: 

Martin     

0438 086 768  
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